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OKAY, DON'T SHOOTI! AN EDITQRIAL

- - - - - - -— - — — -— - — - -— - - — — - - — -— - - — - -

Vie are going to do something that just isn't done in fan circles; we are go-
ing to apologise. No, don't faint, sit down, get a good grip on the arms of your
chair and liston.

We have been thinking (thinking? Hal) about our ecditorial in the 11lth mailing,
and we have come th the conclusion that we were too harshe Not that a lot of our
criticésm wasn't warrented; mach of it still stands, but after rereading #10 and
looking over $l11, we think that some of our comrents were a bit too vitriolic.

ow that wc have that off our collcctive chests, theére arc a few other things
that we would like to corment on. On the referendum in #11; l-Should the membere
ship be upped to 35! ¥es, the more mombers the better and larger the rmallings
will be. If possible, raise the membership even higher. 2- Should activity re-
guirerents be raised from 4 pages per 6 monthe to 6 pages per 6 ronths? Yes, a=-
gain. Ve resalisc that it is hard for rany fans to put out large mags. They Just
don't have the time. But (and this &s onc of our major beefs) four (or for that
ratter 6 or 10) pages every 6 months is very little. Vhen we send in a magazine
we have done quite a bit of work on it, and we expwct something worthwhilc in re-
turn.

On the point of restricting mhgs te SAPS: exclusively, we have a few pungent
corments to makc. First of all; doesn't somcthing of thés sort have to be voted
on? It is a major policy decision, and as such should be voted on by tho full
membership. Secend; all magazines sont into SAPS are A cemplete loss (finaneially
that is). 24 stencils (the number nceded for one of our issues) cost $3.00 and
with paper, ink, nestage, etc., it costs a pretty nenny or two. The only way to
keep 2 mgazine fron incurring a terrific deficit is to accept suhscriptions., AnA
as to other APAs; most fans like to read as many fanzines as possible, and in or-
der to Ao that they Join twe or rore APAs. It is Just too much to put out half-
decent mgs for two or three different APAs. Besldes, there isn't that mach du-
plication cf reribership. Of ccurse, ncbody wants old meuldy FAPA mgs in the mail-
ings, so we sugmest that ne maazine issucd merce that, say, one ¢r twe months be-
fore the m~iling be given credit.

Well we have run cut of hot airn 2nd and there is still % ¢f a page tro f£ill
up, sc wc shall review very briefly some of the 1lth mailing...GRAVEYARD.. Oy what
a cover!l This mag bears cut cur conviction that fan articles arc ruch hetter than
fan fictlon, 3Brave aren't they, publishing serinls... BLOB--Good mag, but fBoswal,
pleas for the love of g% get it mimeoed...SKYLARK. .Glad to seg a better namec,
Wonderful cover, and good mimeco job for first try... SAPIAN-- The mand" is pure
pornography-there is cnough of that now without is leaking into SAPK...STUPEFYING
STORIES--~Very cutc cover, but SAPS is not the place for ~rgumonts on atheism. Ray
~do you h~vec any extra copies of that wonderful cartoon that was in #10-If so we
would 1liks a couple...THIS IS THE BEST-~Hmm...TIVEWVARP--One of the best, as ususl,
but 2 bit short...PROJECT ONE--Very good for a first ish...ETAOIY SHMRDLU-~What in
the name of dogs that mean?...THE OUTEOUSE ON THE ASTEROID--Bravo, onc of the
cutest stories, fan or pro, that we havc rend in cons...ZAP--Very cute zinc-hapc
it isn't n oneshob. Fandom needs more humor on this level (take that the way you
wvant).. Sorry out of stencil, so the rest of #11 must rcst unrevicwoed. Whoops,
Forgot to sat that the SPECTATOR #11 was up to its usuwal very high standard.

Well, Hope you like this ish (we do, but then we arc prefudiced) and seo you in
ITumber 13,

THE EDITCRS
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PAGE 4 ETA0IN  SHRDLU
EDITORIAL ot

"Pianctics-~the ndern Sclence of lidntal Fealth” by L. R-n Hubbard: is now.
availlable frrn Hermitage Hleuwses. Bof-re commenting on this borls we shall briefly
review the events leading up to its ralease, for the benofit of these vhoe .aro
not fardliar with then. .

About six months ago reforances to an article of unuswal interest and im. -
portance began appenring in tlhe "In Tiumes to Cime® department of "Astounding
Sciecnce Fiction", This soon turncd out to be 2n articlc about ~ new scierce of
the mind cnlled dinnotics. Iast January 1 threo ETAOIY SKRDLU staff members in-
terviewed "Astounding''s editor, :John V. Campoell Jr., who told them a little ~—
bout dirnctiecs--he told them that dimnctics promised to curc 2ll psychosomatic
discascs, make overyone morally good "in the highest scnee of the word", cure a1l

alcoholics, dopc =sddicts, QCX)brvgrts, and criminals, give cveryonc a perfoct mem-
" ory eic., ctc. The' very same dny n short blurb appsared in Walter wWinchellfs col-
umn which said to wntcn for dianetécs, "the zreatest discovery since the discovery
" of f.LI‘L.«-h 1

Mr, Campuell alsc announced that the full story would.be told in, the liay -
lsstve of "Astotmding", vhich would come out ~bout. the middle of April.  Simul-
tancously ‘IIermitoge house was to roleasc the textboolk of dinnetic therapy by L.
Ron Hubbard, lat.r described on the flap of the book 2~s a "philosopher and math-—
ematician", but better knovn to scicnecs fiction fons as one of hhe outstanding
contemporary STF authors. lir. Hubbard had developed kismnetics by yenrs of study
and had troveled to far corncrs of %hc world in his quest tor lmowledge, said
I're Campbell.

In the April issue of "Astounding" JWC discloscd almost as much ~bout di-
anetics in less than a prge ns he hind in the threc hour interview with the
ETAOIY SHRDLU udltor§ A fow days leter we published issue 4 of ETAOIN SERNLU
vhich contnined tbv/Iormﬁtlon gicaned from lir. Campbell, ra~lly an eloboration
upon whzt had been stated in the short provicw of Hubdbard's articie. Newerthe-
less, it sorved to vhet the nnpetitcd of our readers, few as they arcy So when
"hstounding finally published the long-awaited articie, everyonc was duc for a
letdomn, since the forty mnges ndded to notking» 1Therc wasn't 2 single useful
fact in it; we hnve not found ~ single reader who wns not 1.f% with ~ brd taste
in his mcuth and =t lecast a slight suspition that the whole affair might turn out
to be another Shaver mystory. . Aind the text, ¥hickh ¥as supposed to anpear on or
atout April 15 wns delayed tocnuse of the "inclusion of ~dditional mnterial®.

Hrwever, -this is all water under the bridge, since the book did come out

seventunlly-~1it came ouvt just one month lata on ay 15. And it did include 2ll
the material oxpecteds "Dinneticd" describes in det~il the theories ~nd tocha
niques of what is clnimed to be 2 new science of the mind.

Dianctics is nof sowotniqgtn be "belisved" or "Aisbelicved" (some sunpos~
cdly intelligert people have sald to us that they do not 'belicve! in dianetics)
~-~it is somcthing to be tested experimentally. Unfortunately we cannot tell you
of any experisients we have performed, since conies of the hand-book were obtained
nmly in the last few derrs and have not even becn read by the entire staff. e
intend to publish the results .of any studics wg or anyonc who contacts us, make
rcgardliss . of whether they back up or attack Zianctics.

Dianctics has been acclaimed the greatest discovery since fire, and other
cextravagant things, and it probably is. Anyonc can test the claims flade by Hub-

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 5)
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bard and learn for himseclf wvhother or not they are valid ¢n any or all mspects.
If they arc, which docd secoem likely, we can cxweét an Utopia boyond our wildest
dreams.

- (*pianctics ~ the liodern Sciencd of idental Health" by L. Ron Hubbard can be
. obtained at meny tookstorcs or directly ‘from the pudblisherss Send $4.00 to Herm-
itage Fouse, i1 Madison Avenue, New York, W.Y.) - . S

B % ok ok ok ok % sk kK ok e ak kR ok ok Xk

Many readers who Bid not read the first issue of ETAOIN SERDLU have asked
us what the name means. It is the letter frequeacy of the English langunge--~
e is usod most freoouontly, "t" is the letter usced next often, and so on., Also,
ETACIN and SHRDLU arc thé first itwo vext;pal nows on a ;inotypo rachinc.

-***-,***,*'********’.\l**f*

This, our forth issue, has' scveral immrovements over our cariier issucss,
.This issuc is mimeoed. orn both sides. as you can sce. Ve hope to continuc this
practise in the future. The tynist we uscd for cutting the stencils has small
elite type; wc have about 200 morc words ver page than pica type, This issue is
equal to about 34 pages of the larger type. e havd many of the right-hand
margins oven (an improvement we Lhope to continue and cxpend) and the art-work
is considerably improved. :

About our nest issue: it .should anponr about October, and may contain in-
‘tervicws with Clifford Siwrk and/or i1l F. Jonkins,. a2 couple of stories, scveral
erticlay, =2nd much more art-work; plus, of coursc our rcgualar features. Plcasc
write us and tell wus what you think ou our efforts.: If spaCe permits all inter-
esting letters will be. published: Also; we are in dire necd of stories, articlss,
art-work, book. reviews, and anrthing elsc that cven vagucly pertains to scicnce
fiction.,  ft's simplo, you scend us the materisl and get a2ll 'credit that is duc
you for your cfforts, 2nd overybodyis happy. . -

_THEs EWD

——— e

’Emu ARE SOI'E 4DAITIONS TO OUR LVbR-uPOuIVu LIST OF SF TrN-NAMES

The roal name qppcars in CAPS

P.. ORLIN. TRE.AINE. «..7aTRCOYT ,van Larne EORLCE Lo GOLDesescsaosClyde Cram Campbell
NATHAN SCHACTNER. .. ..Chan Cor;ctt: EASTTE PIHDER...._..,.....GordQn A. Gilcs
STAWLEY VEINB! i+ sJohn Jossel HAY Z. GALLUN........:B. V. Reymond
L. RON RFU3BAXD......:Karl won Rachen . Jde Wo CAMPBELL,..;....Karl van Kamncn
Te Co HcCLARY. .y eoscoCnlvin Peregoy Co DIFFIN..o0sscoceneesC.D. Willard
JOHN R. FEARW.wee¢..scPolton Cross RAY Z. GALLUN.c¢eves.oDow Elstar
RAY PALIH‘...........uoffis J. Stecle JOHI' R. FEARH..o.a..,.Tﬁornton Ayro
'y e . THE END. 4 i
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THE MAN WEO KILLED SATIRE
BY A
ORTCN STERNHEIM; STANLEY FATRANSON, MEN&SHA TAUSNER

L S S I ———— S et e e et

"The rceent splurge of science fiction movies, magazines, books, and radio
Programs indicates that science fiction is snowballing, but I doit kndw where it
" widl lead, Moreover, while most pulps are doing vpoorly at this time, science
fiction magazines are holding up bettér than.anything elses. The circulations of
science fiction magmzines. today are on a level with the top Westerns, formerly
the leading ‘gehlere M

Sam llerwin Jr., editor of Thrilling Wonder Stories, Startling Stories zad
numerous other pulps, recently made this statement 2t the New York offices of
Standard liegezines,  The reception room in: which we interviewed the well kmocwn
science fiction figure was an interesting one, having a streamlined apoearance
due to its plate gass doors, curved giass partitions, large mural illustrating
the production of Btandard Magazines, and streamlined reccptionist.

lir. Merwin is probably the most unusual inhadbitant of thés planet, if one
takes all his statements at face value. "I was born in 1910 and died in 1933",
he s2id. The -significance of this claim is obscure, and still sounds nutty, dbut
the rest of his biograpny appears  ratvion2l. He attended severol New England
private schcols, Andover, Princeton, and a liberal arts college which cannot be
identified because each inte¥veiwer expected somBone else to record its name,
He worked for a2 while as a reporter on the Boston-American, before coming to
Standard in 1941. Ko asswaced editorship of Starfling and Thrilling Vonder
Storigs in 1944 when Oscar J., Friend, then editor, left for greener pastures,
otherwisc known as Hollywood. "I was just backcd into it", he alibied.

ilost fans believe that ne has imoroved the magazines considerably, dlthough
some fans regret the passing of Sargeans Saturn. (A typical specimen of Sargeant
Saturn: Ye geds, Snoggletoothd ¥heel out the keg of Xeno... Make ready to locse
the atomic bombs, wdre approaching Wew York. Wartenrs! Away from the bomb-bay,
Yor Kiwi.) - This soon wént out, since, ns Mr, lMerwin put it, "I wanted the rag-
azines to grow up." d

If you are = girl, living in a foreign country, =»nd have a typewriter, iir.
Merwin will pring ~lmost any letter you send in, because of the - way letters
are selected for publicetion, All the letters reccived, about 150 every mohhl,
are shoved into a. drawer wntid it is time to compile the letter colum. Mro
Merwin then dwms the entire batch on his, desk, and, since Startling and
Thrilling %onder arc nublished on ailternate months, the ones referring to .the
wrong magnzine are returned to the drawer, The the letters by women, ~'girls,
and foreign re~ders, .the handwritten letters, snd the obscene ones, Are put in
separate piles, Letters from the feminine readers h=ve the best chance of talpz
printed, since Standard hopes to attract .more renders fwom the wenker sexs Oaly
the best handwritten letters ever appear; lire. lMerwin must type them himself .
The last group is disposed of in an appropriate mAanner.

lfr¢ lierwin and Leo.ﬁﬁarégfieg, Standard's Editorial Board head,” buy the
stories, selecting them by the comon “we like it we bwy it" formula. Accord-
ing to lir. Merwin, the.number of writers, cspecially good ones, is small. "The
fans pan us, but they don't do better," is his complzinte.

An author as wcll.zs an cditor, mnny scdence fiction stories by Mr. ilerwin
' (CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 )
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ETAOIN SHRDLU PAGE 7
THE MAN WEO KILLED SATIRE (CONTINUED)

have appcared under his pen n=me. @Garter Sprague. . Allhough he has ncver had a..
science fiction book published, he has written several detective novels, and is
at present working on 2 fantasy novel for Walter Bradbury at Doubleday. He
refused to n~me ~ny favorites, explaining "lost authors arc at their best inae
particuiar field, =nd there arc top -adthors in each field., Kuttner is tops in
humors Kuttner and C. L. lioore, his wifu? turn out the best fantaky; Van Vogt
is best with trick complications and parndoxes. Bradbury is unigue in many
respects -~ he prodbably hos norc native talent than ~nyone elsc in the field
toﬁay.”

Unlikd some sclence fiction edivors and au‘hors, Mr. lerwin takes an active
interest in fans and fan activitieal Ha can of"en be found chewing the fat with
nembers of the Qucens Scienca IMiction Leagud =and other local fan groups. He has
added many featurcs of intercst to fans %9 his magazines. ‘Although he doesn't
understand why fans are willing to pu’ in s¢ much work on their fanzimes, he is
delighted with them. TWe were warned thas ETADLY SHEDLU ls souon to be éissccted
in ‘"The Frying Pan®, hé&s videdoiic fannine rovisw coiurm, but we were “sanure d
that thc ribbing is q&l 1n gcﬁd Iun ﬂnd “otrlc*ly for kicks".

TEE E&D

-('..
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PAGE 8 ETAOIN SHRDLU

HARVEST SEASON
BY
IELVIN RUKESTIEN

e e e e e e e i G e e e S e e G e S e S e S — — — — — — w— — — —

CJuly 16

I dropped. in on a bull session tonight, sonetnlng I don't usuﬁlly do, but
for some ‘reason I got interested im-this one. Jerry Finklestein, -n 0ld clais~
raté of nine at State, took me up. ‘There was the usual mixturce of pcdants and
bug-cycd undergraduates... and a small nldﬂlua zod man who secned to fit ina

neither groups

‘ Wie came in: near -the beginning, if a bull session can be said to have ono,
and I sat at the :side waiting fot the fireworks to begin. Jcllers, anothér mem-
ber of thée faculty was arguing animatedly with the small man I had noticed be-~
‘forec. - The sriall men rmade some rerark and I walked over in time to hear Jellers,
say, "But look now, we were talz®ing about proof - Bvidencel The kind you can
hold and smcll. - And here you givo me this... uh, hullo, liark, Cirmon over herc,"

The srall ran was rade avare of oy professo*ial status, and I in turn was
introduced to Gregory D. Sansons, parapsychologist. I mentally raised ry eye-
brows at this and Jellers no doulf was anuscd though he disguised it well.

"i'etge boen kicking around Charles Fort for awhile," he said seriously.
At least I've been kicking hinm around, thou zh Samsons here scems to think 'Lo!
is the gospel itself." .

"Proofi" The srall ran scered to gwell visibly. "How many people all ofor
the country vanish every hour? Vhat about all the Fortean pnenomena that has
reported for cénturies?! '

"Armesia cases, crininals or wandecrers' I bioke in unexpectedly.

Samsons stated at me t11ll he hoard Jellers laughing., * "I should have told
you, Samsons," he wheezed, "that liard is the faculty's skeotic. If you can con-
vince hin, it's practically a certainty that you ean convince us."

Sansons frinned ~nd accepted the challenge and we went at 1t hammer and
tongs till twelve, when I pleaded a herdache and nade off: but not before prom-
ising to sec Sarsons the following day.

July 17 k&

I mct Samsons todﬂy nftcr a conference and we drove out to his place. Then
he set about convincing me., He showed'ric reports on psychic phenomena, hundreds
of lctters. but not a single plece of cvidence that couldnft be attributed to
wther than vsychic causes. "hen I pointed this out, €he professor nodded sagely
and said we'ld meet again tororrow. It wns plainly dismissal and as I left I
wondered if the professor was finding me too tough a nut to crack.

I had other troubles too., I'm... well, jou could call it an armtuer radio
man. (I 1like to ¢inker ~round with the stuff)... and the new circuit I wes work-
#ng on wnan't coming along too well. Scems I noed some supplies.

July 18
Samsons surprised mc todey by letting me into his confidence... a little at
lenst., Ve were sitting upstoirs in the living room wnén he said abruptly, "Have-
(CONTINUED O PAGE 9 )
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ETAOIN SHRDLU. : PAGE 9

HARVEST SEASON (CONTINUED)

n?t you wondered a bit why a professor of parapsychology should suddenly taRe an
intercst in Fortcan phenonenat?!

"No," I answeréd, "probably becamse I regard one subject in the same light
of 1Wposs1b111ty as the other.”

He 1éughsd and said, "Vou are hard to convince, ryr friend, But I will try
again., Have youw ever wondered how life c-mo to be on this earth?!

"Yes," I snid wamily, suspccting a trap.
"Ah..o and your conclusion?"

"That s morc powcrful agency than man caused it."
"Remerber that conclusion in the next few days." He sccormed pleased. And
then, "It is thc basis of all ry work," - '

That vms all 1 got out of hiim thnt d~y. And I was having troubls getting
'y <«..uhy; radio supplics.

July 25 °

Today I met Hary Sherd, the professor's major subgect én this line of inves-—
tigation., She is a nice girl, though rather pale ~nd ¢hy3a .ad when I arrived
the oprofessor seemed exultant wver sonmcthing she had done, He told me aboup it
whkile lMary rested on 2 couch in the next roon.

"o ‘started off as usual,” he said, "lMary went into =~ trance and almost i,
riediateiy she hecard sometning... psychically of coursce She nuttercd something
about the Solsar Circugt and the force ~nd something Outside that was also Inside.
Vhen she avwoke she didn't seem the same. I think--

An Aavful shrick cnme from the rest roorm. Then we reshed in, Mary 1lay still,
but her oves werc quite empty... I was so disturhed by that incident that I did-
n't cven work on ... radio.

Avgust 3

‘Today I zot so disgusted with riy 1ack of rmdio parts that I went strnlg}t
to the professor's housc. I confronted him bluntly and explained the situwation
and ¢y predicement. 5

He fainted.

I went on ~fter he revived. "So vou see,” I said politely, "you vire nefer
re~lly alive. Ve planted you here a2 fow million years ngo, somevwhat =s your peco-
ple plant sceds of quartz crystals to grow into electrical parts, after they're
shaped. Youre really somethin like 2n inductance coil, gaining vhat you call a
soul from the Solar Circuit. Oh, the cxperiment youw conductsd? I was talking
to a lMe Cutside; whnt you seo is’ just an extension of lies TVhat! Oh, Fortl ~¥ho
would believe Him? But it's renlly gotting iats 2ud I do need-another part for
Mye... Radio. By the wry, itis the oddest thing but the big harvest senson is
coming up rizht ebout now, .So... yorfrc in scason."

And,- do you believe it, after I hnd explained it so poli X he trled to
get avay? But 1 do need sgne rore inducfances...

: ~0-THE 2¥D-0O-
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A SCIENCE FANTASY FICTION
LENDING LIBRARY
All The Rooks You Want Toread But Can't Afford To Ruy

HERE'S WHAT YOU HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR! ) . '
AN EXCLUSIVE SCIENCZ TICTION LENDING LIBRARY INCLUDING ALL THE BOOKS IN PRINT
with the addition of all future publications as the become nvailable.

Herctofore the SE fan had to buy all the bocks he wonted to read.

NOW HE CAN RENT THE!l DIRECT FROM US AT ONLY 204 per book.

There are hundrecs of titles to choose frome Drop in and look them over.

your friends. No other: msdium of SF reading offers so much for so little.
W ook % ok ok % de ok ok ok sk ko K ok ok kK Xk

WE RENT BOOXS BY IAIL

Bring

For those who live too far away to convenlently come to the store we propose to
rent SF books to you BY MAIL- directly to your home at prices that compare fav-
orably to any ordinar lending library in your neighborhood -~ and perhaps even
for less.
Individusl Mriling Plan
There are two plans for the individunl

Plan A Plan B
Under Plan A the re-~der will receive

a package of 2 books., Vhen he has
returncd the beols to the library he
will receive ancther packrnge. A totrl
of 12 books for ~ 3 month period may
be read.

Under Plan R a package of 3 books is
received instead of two. A total of
18 books mry be read for the 3 menth
perind.,

: Ratos

The rates under Plan B are 34.95 for
tho 3 month period or spproximately
25¢ per books,

Ratesy
The rates undsr Blan A are $3,.75 for

the 3 month period or slightly over
27¢ per book,

Jeining
On joining the individunl will send a

Joining :
When Jjoining the individual will send
a two dollar deposit plus $4.95 fer

his 3 month membership or $6.95 in =211
two dollar deposit plus $3.75 for his :
3 month merbership or $5.75 in all.
% ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk x ok K K ok k Kk ok
ATTENTION MAGAZINE COLLECTORS
VAITED ~ WANTED .- WANTED — WANTED
V2 PAY THE BEST PRICES FOR YOUR ASTOUNDINGS AND UNKWOWNS,
TOP FRICES PAID TOR SF EOOK COLLECTIONS.
Magizine Price List
All Megazines nre sound copics with both covers.
ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION:
1946 to DAiCss0ceeod .50 per Copy
1541 thru 1945¢¢e.0 1,00 O ]
UNKHOW ~——- A1l Copies ———— $2.00 cach
FANMOUS FPAVTASTIC MYSTERIES AND WEIRD TALES
1945 to Datcas«$.50 Each
LMAZING, WONDER, STARTLING, FANTASTIC, Etc.
1939 to D=tc,,..3.50 Eachk
DAYTCH 30CK STORE
1217 Southern Blvd.
Moo B8 Moo

B3 6 I O 77 30000 O 36 36 36 O 3 250 X 3 3 316 O 3103 6 9 0 O 26 0 03 06 0K o R R K

1938 thru 1940......31.50 per copy
BIZOFthra 1987 cetels e . 72500~ 1 n

£11 Copdce Prior to 1945..6.31.,00 Each

Prior to 1939.... $1.00 Each

DA. 3 -~ 0803 - c
ADVERTI SEMENT
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Yaldo %.Mdgic. Inc, _
By Robert Heinlein : ¥l
Doubleday & Co.
o 1950-- $2.50
nis boolz contains two steries, "Waldo" from "Astounding® and "Magic Inc.”
from WUnknowvn!". . Both are novelettes, hence the book is only 140 pages. Tle
printing and the binding of the book are guite good.

MGaldo" cencerns 2 ran named Waldo (naturally) who has a rmscular ailment.
He lives in a satellite space home, raking vse of the "free fall'". He's con-
suited-whon unstopable rechines decide to stop. The solution involves .2 hex
Coctor and various and sundry other complications, that rake the story as enjoy--
able as it was when it was first published in "ASF" a. few years ago.

Miagic Inc." tales place in a world wherz businegsmen use magic in their
business, and =n crganization tries to monopolize the ragilc.

My opinion of the hook azrees with e rajority opinion; it's good Hein~
léfn, good STH, and a good set of stories, CrlCle
Needle LT —mE I

by Hal Clemcnt ;

Doubledry & Co.
- 195C-~ $2.50

This story is the bock version of a serinl which appe~rred in "ASFY The
book is a scicnce fiction deteetive story. Unlike many stories of this type
i1t depends on both types of yarn; the result is very well balanced.

: Tho plot of Needle, for ‘thosc of you who are f~iniliar with it is as follows
Picture an amocba wilzhing four to six pounds and correspondingly large in size.
It is a2 gymbiote, and must do all in i%s power to prevent injury to its host. It
lives inside the host!s body. It is a2lso an intelligent being we have here, the
hunter or detective. Now picture the same creature, subtract any good qualities
and add the frct that it ray be any place and in anyone or any living organisn
inrgor than =2 srall c~8. Now... find i$i Something like looking for a needle
in a2 haystack, but enc in which tho needlc is disguiscd as a picce of hay, Iiiiz
in a few corplications, such as having thc spacc ships of hunter and hunted
wrecled; the problaof the hunteris cormurication with a host, in this case a
young boy, and of course how to find the reedle, 2nd you have the plot.

¥eedle is very enjoysablc SF.. The cnding is a trifle weak, but that is a
ninor point. Unfortuncately. the book 1s a one~time affair nand unlike many SF
books, it is enjoyable only the first fime since once the novelpy and solution
arce discovered, =nd liks a detective story, it is no fun reading when you know
the rmarderez. _ : SN

(CCNTINUZD ON PAGE 12)
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BOOK REPORTS (CONTINUZD)

Pcbole in the Sky
by Isanc Asimov
¥ Doublcday & Co.
1950

"Pebble in the Sky" is among the best of tlie many STF books recently releas-
cd. lorecover, the ardent fan who has re=i nost of the magazines published in the
post decnde or two will get his money's worth out of Isaac Asirmovis now noveds it
has ncver appeared in any form prior to beook publicatlon, unliXo nost.currsnt STF
offorings. I W Al el S '

The  story: ovens asg A retirod. tailor,  Joseph Schwartz, is walking along a
Chicago strcet. OSuddenly a2 freak nuclear ~ccident transports hin into the dis-
tant future, ianto an aze in which the radiocactive earth is desrised by the rest
of the fully inkabitad grlaxy. Eventuslly Schwartz finde himsclf-in a position
wherce hc con gave the gelaxy from destruction; confused and hormesick, he appar-

--“ntlJ oobsn't cere o try to prévent the irpending disnstgr.

: The blurdb on ‘the jacket accurntely deseribeés "Pebble in the SkyY: YCorbin-
ing tonscness, irory, rormnce, ond fast action with  a basis - of really intrigulng
sc1enco, "Pebble in the Sky" is 2 truly ingzerious tole of the far distant futurd'e.

B T S 1 o R S T M, 53
Rcd Planct 3 4 Tarl ;
by Robert A. Heinlein
R A Charles Scribnert!s nnd Sons
. 1949
"Rod Planct" is an exeiting account of 2 colonial boy's ~dventures on Mars.
Jin ilariowe'!s pet  Iartisan "bouncer®, Willis -we-~- ~n odd, sinmd-intclligent bhe-

ketball shaped creature, caphble of reproducing any sounds perfectly —-—- played
back » conversation betweeon two officinls plonning to doublecross the colonistse.
The colonists were forced to fight for their lives, ~ided indiredtly by the in-
tclligent dartinns, a stronge race. vhich. had spnce travel mllllons of years ngo
but gave 1t up' B,

hhllC it anpenls both to old STF fans and readers new to the field, "Red
" Planct" is not ns good ~s two other Hoinlein noveds: "Sixth Colurm" and "Beyond
fhis Horizon". . Eowevor, ~lthough it is seni-juvcnile, "Ruﬁ Planet" dBould pro-

vide readinz cngovﬁent for everyons. . .. | ' Mps.
ADVIRTTSTVINT ; MEN T ADVIRTISTUENT
e M I W
Bl RO S
L e 5 e
£ £y 5V Dy,

- — " —— [ARGE DISCOUNTS! L1y
) e L : : B S T R TP I R G ER T R GE A B
| i 07 i iy B0 ) SR St A - wny Type, OF
B T e R R Py B : Jewelry
_‘;1?5& 'ﬁ-u 4l AL m;J, ; . (L ' <u!“l D1scounts To Readers
SRR A1 R S — ' Of ETQIY SUROLU-
? v " ™ = oy —— e e - Sy B Ve
iy L:{:f—,ij "7"_}" R P TE R ORI T SN LE I T8 R e e TR T EEE TR )
HEY  BLmp Iy &N GE 2  Gall LU3Llow ‘7~3364
[T QR . YA \WHOLES SALE! After 6 PM
SDVTRTTITWTNT # 4 ADV T TI3TVENT DVE" '“T SEMTNT
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HMISFIT
by
lorton Sternheim

Commander Peter larcy lesned bnck and temporarily forgot the charts spread
‘on the table. He gnzed earerly at the slowly growing disc vhich swam toward the
ship through a sea of stars. A few more watches-and then he would be landing on
Earth. A day or two more and then that stream where the fish were almost begging
to be caught.

<ocBix years is a long time. Any man eventnelly misses the sweet smell of
verdant fields and the cool, fresh breezes of an atmosvherc neither dust nor germ
free but yet incomparably superior to the canned air of spaceships and domed cit~
ies on alien worlds. After six years of space 2 man misses even the sprawling,
dirty, noisy cities, thosc rapidly disappearing relics of the twentieth century.

Licutenant Edwards lboked up from the dials he had beecn scrutinizing. Rare-
ly, if ever, w=as there anything even slightly wrong, but rcgulation required in-,
cessant checks ~nd countless log entrics. Unly onc incident had eccurrcd on the
long trip-thc communicator hnd broken down, nnd th~t was due to a defective tube.

The Commander's reveric wns abruptly terminnted by the unsuspecting Lieuten-
anf, "The men ~re anxious to land" said Edwards, ovidently miising 2long lines
similar tb these of his commanding officers

"Huh?" was liarcy's st-riled reply. Then, mking the mental journey back to
the ship from a strezm severnl hundred thousand miles away, ho answered "Yeah.
Can'$ say I blame them."

¥Yor can I® adnitted Edwnrds. "It's over six years sinco we left Earth, and
only a fow months aftor we blested off Pluto the cormmunicator got tempermental.
Tho men haven't heard from or soen anyone cxcept themselves for Almost throc years
‘now, so natmmally® they think they ~re homesick--rctually, they're somewhat bored
by the monotonous ‘routine, But after a fow weckg of létting off stecam thoy'!ll be
glad cnough to teke off agnin,”

"Well, it's becn that why cvery trip. But then, I don'$ think that they
seemed quite as homesiclk--or borcd-- the other times."

"That's becrusc this wos the longest one wo ever had--headquartors nsver
stuck us with the Pluto run before. And don't forget the communicator--that
had an important effect, But the main thing was the time--the longer the time,
the more boring it becormes. Don't worry about 1t--I!d give you ten to one thnt
not a single ran will apply for n transfer to & job on Earth."

"You're probably right."

"Of course I am., Spacemcn nren't the adventmre-loving, thrill-sccking type.
A1l the execiting features——which werc usually protty dangorous—-were eliminated
from space travel when our fathers were still kids." Zdwards was warnming up. He
had repeated the sane ~rgucments to some unlucky person every weck or two, for
this wvas his favorite theme. "A ran joins the Space Service only if he knows he
can stand flonths of innctivity. The scervice attracts men who would enjoy reading,

- thinking, t~lking, and playing chess or 'Go' between watches for years on end.

And the Service mmkes it impossible for a mrn to make a mistakec--those tests spot
2 misfit a light yenr off. They know that those they seléct will be willing to

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 )
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PAGE 14 ETAOIN SHRDLU
MISFIT (CCNTINUED)

go anywhere the Scrvico tells shoem to, until the time they dic or nre rctircd.
These nen don't want ta lond normnl 1ivos--this type of cxistance is far better to
thems . They consider tnemsclves lusky to be ~ble to lond such an easy life, with
so ruch tire to Ao what they like., Of. course most people would h~te being forced
to go on long trips by the. Servicc without any sny in the m~tter, but not these
nen. fi

A buz-er sounded, indicnting thnt it wns onecc more nccessary to make the cnd-

less checks and leg entries. Edwards perforried the required dutics, ~nd returncd
" to iarcy. Marcy was staring intently out of the port, and on his face wzs a silly
grin. --heill get over it, but fast--thought Edwards. :

Harcy was bust dL01d1ng the equlnncnt hc would ouy for th"t long fishing trip-

he wculd t~ke very soon.
******‘.-*********

The landing was uneventful. Cormander ilarcy walked out of the. ship through
the wide open mir lock. Ho pausad briafly in the bright sunshine and hopped into
the ship's helicopter. :

The smell craft spun over the sirgtch .of Yew UUTICO desert which hﬁﬁ served
28 the Sprce Serviesls main gpmcepert since the days when the early experimental
rockets were sent crashing. to the iMoone The commander was too preoccupicd to note
that unusuilly few space shlps wore porked in the. nornally crowded area.

ilarcy landed on the rocf of the operations building, entered the automatic
elevator, and waited lipatiently as it dropped to the proper floor. - He vhistled
merrily as he hurried into the large outer office ‘which guarded the office of
" Admiral Borker. - As soon as he entered liarcy scnsed a change—-he remembared the
office at 2 busy plnce with nunerous clerks and minor offieials working »t their
desks. Now it was empty, cxccpt.for a.few ren going through sorme files. -

Onc of the men heard the door close and turncd ~round. His uniform and in-
signia indicated that he ,vas.a. noncorr.issioncd offlcbr in the Space Zcrvice.
IThat dlya - Aant?! he growlcd, Then he .realized iarcy s rank. iSorry, sir.. Fhat
cen I do for your®

-'#i"I'n Cor:endur Marcy. dJust lanﬁcd after a Dluto run. Whon do T report to?
Is Admiral Barker still in chﬁrg»?" :

"Ycah, he*sistill afound. I711 t 11 kir yomnirg.here.! ~Bluto - run. Poor
slob. Six yoars. Well, they clain they like it, but I den't cnvy that guy.—-

.He rotuzned e “ciment laters "Heill see you'now."

I TCcy entereﬁ the ndmlrﬂl's cffice. "Cormxander larcy, sir. ‘I'fe just res
turned from Pluto ofi the RIEHQ.".

‘M0h yes. Have a scat larcy. How wes the trip?"

¥pine, sir" said llhrey, pulling up » chair. %Abit boring at times,” but oth-
erwise it w=s perfect. .Except for cne ﬂrugof course——the ccwmunicntor blew out
soon after we left Pluta.” .

v

- i e (CONTINUED ON PAGE 15)
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MISFIT (CONTINUED)

"You know, iarcy. itls great tc be a space man. The years 1 svent out in
space were the happiest years of my life. Being tied to a desk is pretty hard to
bear when.I think of you boys out in space, doing anything you feel like all the.
time. But of course that's all over with now. There aren't going to be many
spaceships much longer.', ; e

you .
"hat do'/ mean, sir? Whatis happened?"

. "Do you mean you haven't heard what's happened to the Space 8ervice?"
"o gir. The corrmmicator--we didn't hear anything for three years."

Admiral Rarker exnlainéd that the Space Service was about to be abandoned,
after two ceniuries of great achievements, because of the development of a vastly
superior means of tremsportaticn. Spaceships could not hope to.compete with mat-
ter transmitters, which were absolutely safe, virtuaily instantanoous, and rédi-
culously econimical. In the last few months a network of transmitters &nd re-
ceivers had becen set up by enginecrs cn every colonized planct and satellite from
plans broadecast from Earth.

Fowever, there was cno use fnr spaces? 1ps-tnoy could sarry transmitters to
places where there woere no men to construct theri, And, even more ironically, the
mtter transmitter principle could be adaptod to powar spacoships. But, when used
in this way, retter transmiesion was neither absolutely nor instantancous.

o thind Alpha Centaurus has plancts.  If you land there you ‘can set up a
transmitter and return- Fowever, it wounlén'!t work if you tried it on the ghip--
I don't know why, but that's what they tell me. You and your crew have a six

week lecave starting tomorrow while your ship is ovorhauled and uoanrtLd to the
new drivc. Have you any gukatxons?”

"How long will tho trip last?!

"About thirty years. Ifarcy, you.can't realize how ruch I envy ybu this op-
pertunity. Thy, you and your crew will have the time of yrur limes, and you'il
go dovm in histery =s the firet interstellar travelers. Just think of iti!

ifarcy thought of it, --Thirty yrcars--he thought--thirty nlus thirfty-seven.
I'11l be sixty-seven when I get back if there are planets. And if there arcn't...

***'**'***********

Marey starcd rut of tkhe port at thc rapidly shrinking disc that .was Earth,
home. ZEdwards ccmmleted a sorics of checks and log entries and turned back to the
Commander. "I had no doubt- that almost the entire crew would have no objection
tc the Alpha Centaurus trips Aa I teld ; Jnu a faw months agn, they wouldn't %Wand
to stay on Barth if they could

MUk huh" murbled lYarcy, only holf conscirus of what Zdwards was saying.

"It's a funny thing though" said the lieutenant. "I almost didn't want to go
ryself. Then I was on leave I met a girl vho I thought was the rost wonderful
girl in the world. God; it was tough to leave herl But by the time I gnt back
to the ship I realized that I really wacsn't in love with her. Anywey, if I stayed
she probably weuldn®t :gecm ne-arly so marveélous. . Or she might have run off and
left ma for scme other guy. 4And I mest likely would have become sick and tired
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SPACE OPERA AND SUCH
. BY
STANLEY NITHANSON

i T —

The horse opera, or western, has beén classified time ~nd again, There
are threce types of sheriffs, four types of marshalls, etc.

Space opera, as we n2ll know, is a much better .type of fiction than the
western types. To my knowledge, space opera has never recéived the benefit (or
sorcthing) of claskifie~tion. In brief, you will now be cxposed to a discussion
of the major ~nd perpetual charactcrs 2and cvents in the blood and thunder, Mars
and Venus, spnrce opers.

In horsc operas, it is impossible for the bero to cormbat the cattle rustlers
unless he has his truety bhorss ( it is alvays the fastest) which will get hinm to
Gallopin' Gulch in time.

In the space opera, the hero rmust have 2 snace shin in order to attack the
pirates, who have becn hijacking Uranite on Callisto. Fortunately for the space
operna, space craft are not as stcreotyped as horoes! horses. The spacers do
fall into prescribed pntterns, however, whick I shnll now prescnt.

"In the story dealing with the solar systen, we have the following classifi-

cations: ..
I Thc Patrol Job

A If the hero is not a member of the sprce or"ﬂnlzﬂtlon, then the patrol
ship is qlwqys the rmost nodern, up~to-datc type. It has all the lat-
st wompons. Unfortunately, it hasie..

1., Limited juristiction
2. too fow men to scarch for pirates
3. no knowledgze of the pirates! hideout

B If the hero is o merber of the space patrol, they still have good spa-~
cgrs, buticec
1. but nothingt It's the best. (raru)

2, the hero gets stuck with n funk hesp
3. thc pirates have some new discovery which the hero rust foil by
wits ~lone
I1 The Mon-Spnce Patrol Ship

A a young, but hardened prospector on the asteroid belts comes in with

a ship that hos blovn its last jet
Since he is broke, 2ll he can gct is a crote held tozether with bal-
ing wire, in which he conpuers the vill~ins, (usurlly pirate type)

B In the realm of in ulplﬁnctnry space ships, there is always the story
of the first roon rocket: MR-1 (or iBR-2 if we are led to belicve that
in the tirmes bafor:s the successfug rocket, other ~ticemmpts failed).

This plet is so widelyuvaed and so ~ncicnt, tint it necds no explanation

C The indcperdently wenlthy hero's ship. He is also a junior Genilus.
Naturally, no corrment on this types

" Comes the time < whén the ymlﬁxy is uxnlorbd °nd sott lod alicn rncea have
been found, etc. we must ckanze the space ship to n calactic cruiscr, and we
find the s=mc situation as before, orly more of it. In adfition, the author con
add nmore frntnstic wenpons than before.

In the intergnlactic or cven gnlnctic spacc opernd; the speed of light must
(CONTINUED ON PAGE17)
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SPACE OPERA AND SUCH (COWTINUED)

be excecdeds Writers have used diffcrcnt methods to accorplish this fﬂat, 28
followsy *

T

11

TeTeT

Suspended animntion: Suspunﬂud ﬂnlmﬂtlon is popular w1th some Sc&uan~
fiction writers. It is reforred to variously As...

A suspended animation

B big slecp

C blackout : . . e 9 WSS :
. Paster than light drives: In this type, the ship actually cxceeds the | -
speed of light, but gnins infinite mass, and time slows down considerably.
Overdrive: This is perhaps the most popular method for the blood and
thundor space opus. Sorme tirme ago {(Beforce the new cars adopted the phrase)
Murray Leinster invented the overdrivo.” It has besn used mapy times, in
rmany ways. The principle is that of zoing into either another dimension,

. or into ~nother time and/or space continuum, .in which you can kccp below

- the speed of .light in that univbrse, vhile nctually exceeﬁlnf it in ours.

— e— —

Since we ara'G;iné_ghips P nﬂturnl “reed a cqvtain. The - captaln type is

quite numerous, and I'm surec that the remécr kas come. mrcrogs most of the listed:
types.

&

The o0ld, hardencd space Aog (Type l), vho is thought by everyone to be a
dirty rat. :
This usually has cne of the following endingss

A Ee really is = rat (uncormon)

B He had a zood nmotive, ~nd is recally a nice guy. 3

C He is also a real lcuse, but the story gocs so doeolv ‘into his character
that it shows his few good points, nnd since he usunlly dies 2%t the:end,
we feel sorry for hime

II The old space dog (type 2): This type is alwnys frlendly to the crew, of f-
oring saszc %dv1ce, cte, )
4 This:one dies proving what a good guy he rually vas. .
B He lives on, since his beautifud daughtur must hook the Young second
mate . b5 |
I1I1 The old space dog (typc 3): . This;gmy isn't bad, "just aloof. He thinks the
‘youngor generation.(circa 2475) is just hopeless: v
4 In this case, he is rezcued fron 61re diszstbr by a young man whom he
has recently bawled out.
B The variation of (A) has him try to provent his daughter fronm trying to
rarry the young man, but changes his mind at the thpy cnding.
IV The younger type
A Iender of thg first flisht, ezpcdltion, etc. (see space . ships).
B° This type has led a bad life for 29 of his 30 years. He's robbed,
cheated, ctci NWow, faced with a threat to humanity, he...
1. Comes through »nd conquers all.
". 2. Gets killed in the s.rvice of Earth, Sol~r Systerm, or galaxy, dcpend—
ing upon the scopc of the story.
8. This type winds up with the nuloz'o daughter (or s"1entlst's. sce hc-
Toines) .
In the spacu oporq type of storJ, th is alvmvs 2, hero, 1 young hero.

A
B
c

He 1s 2'hero bacause!
Someone or 'somcthing rust be saved and he'ls. the nuarost one at hand.
He is a menber of some organization. (sae orzanizations)
The older man it this story has a bteautifus daughter whom scorecone rnust
.mrry: thorefore, the hero.
(CONTINUZD ON PAGE 18)
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D 1iHe is a free-lnncecr, =2lways 1cok1ng for trouble.
E Somehow, somevhere, this mild-nanncred chap rcceives a mossnge, Whlch for
no carthly (or even galactic) reason, he docides is not o prank, And sCoses

A description of the hero is hardly nccessary, since hé is usuwally brawny,
brainy, handsore, anéd so on,

Occasionnlly, the hero imn?t. onc or more of the above. Then we have the
story of the hero trring to rmke good naninst all outward opposition. The sare
cndings follow, -however.

There is actually no other dcstriptioh of the hero neccssary, sinéo he is
familiar enough (in somc cases too fnmiliar)_to thg space opera re~der.

In many ¢f the space opcrag, the hero belongs to a police otzgmnizaticn.,
These are too nunerous to mention, and are casily figured out,. If there arc any
rcaders who have not seen the three, riystorious lotters defincd (the last .defin-
itions I saw, or Bothercd to lock for werc in 1945), the following will zive a
cluc to the meaning of the letters. ;

Since rany Sctters have more than one reaning, in addition to;the. nganlng

of onch lottor, y-u will find the position it asuﬂlly occupicsa

A - Astro (very rare) first letter -
~ Burcau, any letter; Bi (raro) first
-~ Cazdots, last; Corps, last A "
- Extra first '
Galactic, first or sccond
- Intelligence, first or third; Inter, first; Intra (rarc) firsts Invess
tigation, last
- Havy (very rarg), last A ;
- Patrol, last; Pi~net, (rare), first, sccond, or third; Planet~ry, first
or .third . v : -
Solar, first or sccond; Solarian, first ¢r second; Sp~ce, first or sccond
(in a threc letter title; Stellar, first or seccnd ;
T — Terra, first or second; Terrcan, firet or sccond; Terrestrial, firsé or
second; Tri-; first - s
U -~ Universal (rare), first or, sccond

He medat
!

471
1

Foon the ahove, riost, if qot all, of the oclice .orgrnizations can be defined.
The nost cormon arej IecPePuy I.5¢:Pa, TeB.Io, ctCe

In space opera, the herc nust eventuelly déscover that ranis best friend is
not his braud new, Iso-Hyper~Specinl, 50 1licht speed, supcr space joba . What is
hes best friend? . looliing at a typmical S.F. pulp cover, we find: Haro, very pos-
sibly Bis best f*lcnﬂ but that vo know all nlong. The B.E.M.; are you kiddina?
This leaves onlyl!i!

Our question now, 1s how docs tha hero find 'this eithth-clothed female?
(N»turally the el-hth-clothed zirl is rare. In overdressed c%sds 1iRec these,
hor "x" is always torn.) i Ry o~ ¢
I He is an S.P., mrn. (sec.organizations) if he.belongs to the S.P., then she
A ig found on one of his cases.  Why is she on the scene? VWell..a
1, She is also a space patroller. _ TR e
. 2. Sho's a member of the piratds geng. If she is 2 member of thc piwx

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 19 )
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ratds gang, the story conclusion is...

2. she is killod saving his life . :

b. he catches her, but promises that, he will get her off with only .
50 ye~rs in  lunar colony. (TFor some rcason (as yet undiscover-
2d), Lunar Colony is always the prison basc.)

Renson (3) for her being on the scene, is that she is A girl whom he moets
in a goodzl~-joint. (Goozlﬁ - the delicious nectar of the <oozla-pl-nt. It is
very intoxicqtlngo The hero ofton pretends to be drunk on goozla to cntch
huge gang of pirates.)

II The hero may meet hor beceuse she is the 501cntlst's deughter. (Bnough snid)

III She is the captain's daushter (soo captains)
I¥ Shc tries to.kill him. He cscapes. They f2ll in love. (You explain it)

There are of course 2 few other situations, but these are - rare, and be-~
gides, the conclusion is always the. same; they elther live or die together.

We now apﬁroach onc of thc most intiresting problems in space opcra: that
of the vlllain.

Ia this the author has widc lecway, since, although the hero must always be
a torran, solarian, or at least from our mals=xy, depending upon the scope of the
story, the vill~nin can be any ore, anything, =and so ox.

I fTerrean Villains: There ane several major types of terrcan villains,

A Piratc. The pirate is usually found in inter-planetary y~rns. {Occa- |,
sionally =2 pirate slips into 2 s2lactic tale, but then he is a young,
handsome, spocer, who turns out to help Barth in the end (seo captains).

B The ilad Scientist (obsolete)

C In mapy stories, 2 large company (usually called General Atomics) has
taken owmer the Earth (1e~a11y, of course), and has set up a veritable

dictatorship. -
II' Extra-Terrestrial Villains: The types of nxtra—terrestrial villains (or

enimies) =re so numerous, that it 1s impossible to mention them nll.

For some reason, the extra-terrcstrial millain is usually »n insect, or 2
being with from six to ten legse.

The villain may also be 2 reptile, in which cﬂio it must resemble Tyran—
osaurus Rex.

Occasionslly we find a furred being as a villain, but usu~lly any furrad,
creaturss ~re the slaves or symbiotes (willing or otherwise) of thec master race
of insccts. (The insccts are usually found with insccts rather thas roptiles.)

Unfortunately (or otherwisc) this encyclopediz of space oper must end. I
Have left out many classificntions ‘hich might have been ndded, and naturally
I hoven't gom into every possibility of the includer classifications, but it was
fun doing, and then too, we pgust remember when talking sbout space opera: "Yours
is not to puestion why, yours is but to read.”
C~THE END—O
PAID POLITICLL ADVEIRTISEMENT 4ID POLTITICAL ADVERTISZMENT
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Editor -~ ETAOIIT SHRDLU R
I disagrec with yo@ on the Judith llerril pocketbook, I liked it, I don't

belicve her publishers were after the scicnce-ficticn or fantasy. market at all,
I think they wore atterpting to win a part of tho rystery crowd over to our side,
of ths fences Or vhat ig more likely, ierril wanted a fantnagy (or scicnce~fict~
ion) %hool, hut her publishers insiste® on a rystery treatment to insure its salo.
And the result was a compromise. Cen't say I blame the publishors, for the nys-
tery pockeétbooks mrke moncy. Mystery toolzs ~re regardéd as insurance-- long be-
fore they are printed, the publisher can. count on a certain sale. No moncy is
lost. The cover on this cne is not ncarly as bad as an s-f magazine cover using
gi*ls and BEi's ~nd hag an irresistsble appeal to the mystoery render. I darmmed

ear hnd a utor,/ in the book, but didn't make tnb deadline becausc I cou;dr't gct
tno coerl h rcngs17ned in time,

(signed) Bob Tucker

Editor -~ ETAOIIT SHRILU

Your lntest issue of this truly romnrkatle magezine hes ”stonisnbd ne buyond
compare, to such an extent that I am forced to write to you ~nd congratulate you
on your uxccptionnl achievements ' '
I would like to scan over the magagzine from front cover to back cover, and
tell you what I think of it.

¥ Voar frent cover, thevgh better than past covers, was nothing cxtraordinary.
I think that the "Paid Politicai Advertiscment! was quitc cute and the other ad-
vertisements do show that psople think 1% worthwhile to malzo public their busis
ness through your ragnzine; which shows that you are coming ~long quitec well,
The "Editorial" was stregching the point a2 littls ian.that "Dlanﬁcxcs“ busincsse
To me Lt scems thnt "Dilanétics” is a bit rodiculous, but I shzll weit for the
text-took to come cut before I venturoc =ny absolvte opinion. If I proposed to
say that "Dianciics™ is just a compleie hosx and that Ir. Fubberd simply intonds
to mke a blt of rmeney from peopic who want to hive to 120 and others who arc
Just curious, like ryself, I night be considered hackwnrds and reactlonary, ce
specially if 1% turns out that the thing docs work, so I'll just keep guict and
watchs

~»"he Astounding Mr, Carmpbell® showad several intercesting facts that I had
always wondcred avout. But I 4ruly disagrec with iir. Campbcllis syster of .
choosing = story, thoush he is still deirg okay. The reason he has, and this is
a matter of opinion, Letter stories than other prozianes, is that, I believe, as
a writer he attained ~ nigh regard in his ficld and as an editer he pays rore
per word, so-hec'is the first to be sant » story. He then is able to pick out
the best storicse This, thouszh, is the thing I don't like.sbout his method. He
judges storics aczcouding to his own specirl classific~tion, and rejects mony
darncd zood storics which he doesn't like, but which many other roaders-of SF,
not overpowercd by his wcculiar nature, would enjoye

The story "Crention" although posscssing an old very used idea wne externne-~
dywellh written, and excellent reading. It was a very well developed and torm-
inanted nlot znd I on'oyed it irrmunsely. Congragulstioms, i'r. Rosenthall 4s for
the lctters, Iire Kuttner's charmcter in his letter strikces me quite differently

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 21 )
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR (CONTINUED)

than that which I find in his stories. I am wnalting for that "something spcciall
youfre going-to-do for BS,; Mr. K.  Mr.-Bester.again? How ahout something from
our modern. writers, I won't corment on the conclave report, but on the same page
there was thrt 1ittle critisism “of the WOR broadenst ond evidently letters were
sént to them; for fronm &he sccond broadcast on, it has slow;y bobn going through
the stages of SF Acvelopment. J : 1

The article "The Theories of The Earth's Origen" gave information which is
a pond thing to know, but was written to scund too éncyclopedic. Those letters
to the cditdr ‘couldn't possibly have been writter by anyone but an idiot and I
rcfuse to send in the tronsiations and mske o fool of nyself. The little trans-
cuivt followhng then, however, was quite witty. The Bradbury srticle was really
nothing but print. It had no literary value whatever, It wgs very ridiculous on
the part of lr. Brrdbury, vhon I didn't ‘notice before to be » sentirentalist and
after rending between tho lines it scemed to me tn be rere of an adveriiscrient
for Mr. Bradbury, than anything_clsc.4

The back covor'is n, coéy or seens to o a copy of sormething,
that came out some timc ~mo. It is corplétely ~utdnted nnd 2gainst scicnti’ic
laws unless whnt seen  to be gun tarrets are somcthing clsc. ES, drn't go back
20 yorrst g

Thank ycu for the issue even thoush I had to par for it,
(signed) L. G. Michndls -
(ED NOTZ: Thanks fer the pr-iscs- 2000 plus rny be going throush "the stages of
S¥ devolopment” but at the rate it is going, it will take 20 years before 1t is

as z00M g a current "Amazingl- YASFY pays the seme as any other STF rag, ~bout
2¢ per word- Ancther story by Hr. Rescnthal will appear in the next issuc.
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SUSPENDED ANIMATION
BY
SIGURD LARSEN

-— -.—_-....-—_-—-—-—-,—--—---—-—---—--o—--—c—q—-—-«--———-.—--—---—__.—._.._

It seems that one of the concepts of sqiénce fiction (rmy holy cow) is coms
ing to prove its veracity: prac$ical suspended dnima%ion for warn blooded "animds
(with special reference to mammals and man).

It is perbaps not generally known that suspended animation has been prac-~
ticed by nature for some millions of years, and by .ran for some fifteen to twenty
years. First of all: what is suspended animation? Suzpsnded anirAiion is'genw~
erally agreed to signify a means by which the biological time rate of the indi-
vidual is considerably siowed down. In advanced states this would permit the
life of the individual to be streiched by a considerable measure. The nmeans to
do this enter into two broad classifications: 1~ Chemical means

2~ Variations in terperature

We shall begin by discussing the first category. Hibernation is a {ypical
example of this. Before an animal goes to sieep for several months, he burrows
himself into the ground and waits for the cold. As the cold comes, hormones or
enzymes are shot into the blood, and the metabolism of the animal increases so
considerably that in a period of months he only spends as much food, fats, and
oxygen as he would otherwise spend in as many weeks or days, Howevor, I call
your attention to the fact that this is but an extention of sleep, and that the
natural processes such as the intake of oxygen, beating of heart, ¢irouniation
of blcood continuy just the same, though in much rore sedate a fashion,

The second broad type i1s much 'more radical. When one reduces the average
temperature of any chemical reaction, the average number of atoms or molecules
taking part in the reaction diminishes accordingly. Biological metabolism is no
exception. Therefore since the time ren understood that principle, he began both
to freeze protoplasm and to search for some of nature’s own examples of this rule.
At first, it was all success. lan was able to take microbes and dbacteria, freeze
ther, thaw them after a variable period of time, and have as thriving a colony as
before. He also found bacteria vhich having frozen for thousands of years,
could be revived if necessary heat was 2pplied. He extended that technique for
Protozoa and some of the more complicated plants and animls. This provided him
with such fine tools =2s:

1- Artificial Insemination~- The practical realization of which came ornly after
man developed the technipue of storing semen for relatively large periods of time,
It is due to this ability that we have becn able to fertalize cows in the United
States from bulls residing (!?) in Argentina or Australia.

2- Halting decay: cold storage of food-~ Put the décay bacteria in :svspenddd
animation and you can stop putrefaction indefinitely.

3- Bone bank, eye bank, (tissue banR)- These things could be stored at low
terperatures and revived whHen: nesded.

Fowever, when man began to pit his skills against the problem of putting
warm blooded animals in suspended animation he reached a snags When he cooled
these complicated beasties down, they Just died, to the dismay of the inves-
tigatorss In order to oxplain this phinomonon they (the investigators) formu-
lated the crystal theory. Accornding to it, when the liquid tissues of an animal

(continued on page 23)
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SUSPENDED ANIMATION (CONTINUED)

reach their frcezing points, crystals form which harm the host and kill him. The
discrepancies, such as the 2bility of 2 fish to be frozen and to be revived ware
dismissed by saying that the fish tissues were "conrser® nand were not fatally
harmed by the crystals,

Eowever, investigating the war record of the HNezis much valuable information
was gained about the processes of freczings It was discovercd that the crystal
theory was novhere near fuadfilling the rounivcd desirata and that dcath is really
brought about by asphiziaiion. The mrin faatvre of warm blooded animals is their
ability to keep their temperature constani whather faced with tropical climate or
arctic conditions, Howewver, if the temperature of the outside environment is too
cold, thc body vwill figat for its »If0 and incresase the metabolism of the crea~
ture tremendously, thurody incraasing the oxygen derand and the carbon dicxide
production by an unacceptable factor, If this is cnough to oring baclkk noirmal
operation, well and good. If not (if %the cnveronment continues to e coid) the
body displays the typical syrmptoms of asphixiation which is what the organism is
really. suffering from. An additional factor is the rapid decrease in cificiency
of the oxygen cazrier, hemoglobin, as the temperature drops.

If this was the corpletc picture it is doubtful that a solution by the
"$amperature charze" method could be arrived at. Fortunately it was discovered
that this was not the case. It was observed that the urge of the body to fight
the decrense of heat took place in vhat we call "the critical period® which ex-
tends from normal vody temperature to 2dout Q9 F. Below this, the body gives up
the strugele, and conducthg itself as a coid blooded organism, The oxygen demand
becomes very small and woon further cooling the metabolic rate becomes negligible.

The ke¥ to the use of sucpendad animation for warm blooded animels becomes
then to cross vory quickly that Peritical stage', upon going and going out of
the reduced metntolism statce The iatter {going out) should prove very easys

The devclopment of high frequency heating eaquiprent (the same equiprent
which is uscd in tne rmach clamored about "rndio kitcken") makes it easy for us
to pass the critical staje with a minimum of delay.

As for "going under" this is more tricky but not irmpossible. The use of
artificial oxygenation and r2pid cooling could, and undoubtedly willi, bc used
to fulfill. ¢he nccessary ropuirerents. And once below the critical stage, you
lower him in liquid air, provide autoratic rachinery to keep it liguid, and
forget about him for ~ thousand years or soll L %

Any one in particular you want to get rid of??? ~--during your lifetime.
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MIXED GRILL
. by

— - - aon Gams o — ™ ™

Groff Corklin tells me that his next science fiction anthology entitlid "The
Big Book of Scicnca Fiction" will be released next Octobor by C?own at $3.50. It
will cont~in 36 stories, 350,000 words of the best sclence fiction, ncw and 014 .
" lr. Conklin is also applying hés . master touch to a new series of STF books t9 bo
_published by Grosset and Dunlnp starting in late Soptember of Qctobor. The first
fovr sclections (4c be releascd =2t the same time) will bo: "The Humanoids" by
willimmson; "The Werld of A" by yan Vogt; "Fury¥ by Kuttner; and "The Ialedd of
Captain Sparrow" by S, Fowler wright. These books will have regular bin@ings and
will scll for $1.00 apicce. "The Island of Captain Sparrow! is a real ¢ldic, and
lr. Conklin says that onc in cvery four will be a classic from the lold days.
Doubleday is putting out a book by Judith Merril soon, it will be =bout the
ceffect of an A-bomb on New York City, watch for it.

Fred Pohl said lately 2nd I quote, "By Secptember 15 therc will be 27 Science
Fiction and Pantadymagazines on the newssiands"., A couple of thousand acti-fans
canit supnort 27 magazines. I predicd that withii a yenr of so, many of the new
magg will have folded theirtents liko tho Arabs and as silently collapse.

well so much for the rmgs; on th the cincral "Destination lfoon" is getting
_the biggest amount of free pudlicety since Gnu knows vwhen. LIFE. the "New York
Herald Tribunc", "Popular Scilengo', "The Now York Times!, "Pophlar Mechanics" and
many other slicks and newspapers have had articles and/or pictures on it. All
the fanzines are vwhooping it up. I wouldn't be at all surnriscd if "Destination
Moon" is a terrific success, The nroduccr, George Pal, is planning several more
STF movies inciuding "'hen Worlds Coilide"™ by Balmer and Wylic. A quote stolen
without permission from the "Herald Tribune!": '"Anne Baxter, a visitor from  an-
other planot in 'Farewell t9 The lMaster® will get back to oargh in her next pic-
turo, For Heavants Sakef" Evidentally they mean Bate's classic. Of course, Kla-
atu would be a woran; and would fall in love with tho newspaper man. Iiope they
don!t butcher it too much. SIGNS OF TIE TIMES..... llove over Hupaltdng, Atordfan
is taking overd Soon to be releasad in scrial form, "Atom i'2an vs. Supernen® with
such thriilling cpisodes as "Aton lan's Flying Saucers", and "Superran Saves The
Gzlaxy". In thesa breathing adventures Swcrman flics faster than the speed  of
light (Einstcin Look Outi) and telepords himself All over the universe. Qieat Gay,
Vhat _nexts)_ THE EID :
BISFIT (COMTINUED FROI: PAGE 15)

of her beforc long, if she &idn’t. After all, I am basically the spécemén at
heart. I like the life I lezd on hoard ship. I like to read,. tslk, and thing,andl

liarcy heard him, yot didn't hear him beccause he actually wasn't there. Fe
reazlly =as fishing in a quioct stiream in which the fish could hardly wait to
climb onto a hook. The leaves fluttering in the bre. ze, the whispering strean
and even the fish were sighing, - Their seghing became a cry which rase and rose,
untii it becano an unbearable sercam. ~-ihy doesn't he shut up? He's a bad ldar,
and he's not fooling eithor onec of us., VWEY TOESNIT HE SHUT UP?ii

THE  EXD
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